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be a native of the tropics. Similar freaks of nature
occur now and then among the natives of the South
Pacific Islands, and generally excite the admiration
of their fellow-countrymen. He was an albino, and
the only one I saw while in the country.
The only weapons the Hula men brought were
sword-clubs, or "parus," made of cocoa-nut wood,
and long spears of the same material, jagged at one
end. Crowds of people from the trading canoes in
the harbour paid us daily visits at all hours, so that
we never enjoyed any real repose. The Hula men
wear a yellow-stained belt, instead of the plain
uncoloured one of the Motu, and suspend a shell
from their heads by means of a lock of back-hair
passed through a hole in the centre.
Tha Koiari and Koitapu wear shells suspended
in the same way, but from several front locks, in-
stead of one behind; a headdress, made from the
fur of the cuscus, is peculiar to them. The Ilema
and Maiva may be distinguished by their finely
netted collars and belts; the Ilema by their shell
bracelets; the tattooing also differs among the
various tribes. Indeed, each tribe seems to vary
slightly in physique, or has some peculiar charac-
teristic of its own in dress, manners, or usage.
Anuapata proved the rendezvous of northerners
and southerners, a regular metropolis, and a com-
plete Babel; for no less than five distinct languages,
besides several dialects, were now spoken in the
villages. The languages were Motu, Ilema, Maiva,
Koitapu, and Kirapuno; while the dialects were
those of Kapatsi and Naro in the Maiva, and Kapa-
kapa in the Motu country. No Koiara had yet come
down to the coast. In what other country can such
151